This contribution provides a statistical overview of major migration trends and regional differences in Europe and pays special attention to trends in net migration.
Introduction
As this volume of the Vienna Yearbook of Population Research demonstrates migration is reshaping European populations to the extent unforeseen by most of the earlier studies and projections. The European Union had a net migration gain of 22 million in the period 1985-2008, i .e. one million per year on average, with a strong acceleration after 2000. Immigration has become the main driver of European population increase, but, at the same time, European regions are very diverse in their immigration and emigration levels and trends, with many south-eastern and eastern European countries losing population due to emigration. This data section aims to provide statistical overview of major migration trends and regional differences in Europe and thus give a wider background to the studies presented in this issue. Also the most recent projections of net migration in 2009 are shown, signalling the first impact of economic recession. The overview focuses on net migration since a more detailed distinction between immigration and emigration would require both a lengthier contribution and more accurate data. It is the net balance between emigration and immigration that is important for long-term population trends and that strongly contributes to existing regional differences in population growth and decline in Europe.
The presented data are mostly based on the online statistical database of Eurostat and cover the whole territory of Europe, excluding the European part of Turkey and French overseas departments, and including Asian parts of Russia. However, migration data remain notoriously unreliable and strongly influenced by country-specific definitions, reporting practices, different levels of undercounts of both immigration and emigration, waves of regularisations of illegal migrants, and various procedures of performing statistical corrections for unreported migration flows. Statistics presented here contain, for instance, statistical adjustments related to unreported emigration and to the legalisation of stay of illegal migrants. Such statistical adjustments can take place years after the actual migration occurred and, in the past, they frequently resulted in major revisions of the initially lower estimates of net migration. Therefore, all the data presented in this section should be taken and interpreted with extreme caution. While they do depict broader trends over time and general cross-country differences, some peculiarities of individual countries might be artificial, i.e. created by deficient migration statistics. In particular, data on emigration are often incomplete, especially in countries where emigration is not routinely tracked by the statistical systems and where major population corrections are usually performed only once in a decade, based on the results of new population censuses. For that reason, only few recent data for the period after the last census of 2001 are presented for the predominantly high-emigration countries of central, eastern and south-eastern Europe. For some of these countries, large one-time downward population adjustments after the censuses of 1980-81, 1991 and 2001 have been redistributed into the period since the previous census. This (albeit simplistic) approach redistributes the post-census adjustment into the period when the emigration actually took place (see more details in notes below Table 6 ). Similarly, two compensating ups and downs in net migration of identical magnitude in Croatia (1992 and 1995) and Macedonia (1992-93) have been eliminated. These country-specific adjustments influenced net migration estimates for the European Union and Europe as a whole. As a result, some of the net migration data reported here differ from the official statistics previously published by Eurostat and national statistical bodies. (2006) Figure 2 ). In contrast, most of the 'new' member states have recorded both negative net migration (since the late 1980s) and negative natural population increase (since the mid-1990s), resulting in a continuous population decline (Figure 2 , lower panel). Emigration there is estimated to have reached the highest intensity just after the demise of state socialist system in 1989. Because emigration data are notoriously unreliable in many of these countries, net migration is not presented for the period after the last population census in 2001. Note also that many exceptions can be observed: some of the 'new' EU members, namely the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovenia, have recorded considerable immigration after 2000.
Regional contrasts: Net migration, natural increase and total population growth, 2000-2008
European regional contrasts in migration and population change cannot be properly captured by a simple analysis for two parts of the European Union and for all the remaining European countries combined. Figure 3 summarises average annual net migration, natural population increase and total population increase for seven broader European regions, Russia and the European Union as a whole in 2000-2008. Regions are ordered by the rate of total population increase in that period. Southern Europe constitutes an example of a massive immigration combined with negligible natural population increase; the average annual net migration close to 1% (8 per thousand) fuelled the strongest population increase in Europe. In western and northern Europe, fairly sizeable net migration (close to 3 per thousand) combined with a natural population increase resulted in relatively robust population growth. German-speaking countries (Austria, Germany and Switzerland) recorded modest net migration with some natural population decline (this has been typical of Germany). In the east and south-east, the post-communist countries saw various levels of negative migration balance and a negative balance of births and deaths, resulting in protracted population declines in some countries. 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Only Russia had substantial migration gains, offsetting to some extent its negative balance of births and deaths. Outside Europe, data for the United States show levels of net migration comparable to the European Union, but substantially higher rates of natural population increase, driven by higher fertility and a younger population age structure. The prime regions where migration substantially increased the population size were southern Europe (net migration gain of 11.2 million) and Germanspeaking countries (net migration gain of 8 million); in both regions migration has boosted population size by about 10% since 1985. Large net migration gains were also recorded in Russia (7.6 million) and in western Europe (5.7 million). In these regions, immigration contributed by 35% (western Europe) to 84% (southern Europe) and 100% (German-speaking countries) to the observed population growth. Three post-communist regions (central-eastern Europe, south-eastern Europe and eastern Europe excluding Russia) all recorded sizeable emigration, with a combined net migration loss of 6 million in 1985-2008 (in reality this loss may have been even larger as the official data often underestimate emigration). The European Union had a net migration gain above 22 million over the whole period, putting it ahead of the United States (net migration of over 20 million); overall, two-thirds of the EU population growth were attributable to migration. 
European Union surpassing the United States in net migration gains in 2000s
Unlike the United States, Europe is not commonly perceived as a major immigration region. But as Figure 4 illustrates, the European Union (where, besides Russia, Norway and Switzerland, almost all the migrants to Europe and within Europe arrive) had not only reached, but even surpassed the migration gains of the United States in 2001-2008, when net migration of the EU attained the unexpected high annual levels of 1.5 to 2 million, compared with the more stable values estimated at around 1 million in the United States. As economic recession will, at least temporarily, put a break on immigration to both Europe and the US, it remains to be seen whether the recent migration boom in the European Union was just a short-term fluctuation or the beginning of a new era of the EU as a major immigration destination. Table 2 shows net migration into the EU in a longer-term perspective, starting in 1960. The recent migration upsurge, starting in the 1990s, contrasts strongly with the previous decades. Net migration gain per decade was at 1.0-1.7 million in 1960-1989, but then jumped to 6.7 million in 1990-99 and almost 15 million in 2000-2009. This huge net migration gain in the last decade represented 57% of cumulated net migration into the present-day EU over the last half a century. 
First estimates on the impact of economic recession on net migration
Data for 2008 (still preliminary for some countries) and projected net migration values for 2009 suggest that the economic recession has led to a fall-and in some cases even reversal-of net migration gains in most countries, especially in those which had previously experienced substantial immigration and have been strongly affected by the recession. In Russia, the projected net migration also reached 1.9 in 2009, but this constitutes a slight increase over the average of 1.5 for [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] All the most recent data are, however, only estimates that give a rough indication of the initial impact of the recession and that will be revised in the future. Also, a more illustrative separate statistics of immigration and emigration that could disaggregate the overall net migration trend is not available yet for the most recent period. 
Largest migration gains and losses, 1990-2009
Tables 3 and 4 rank countries by absolute and relative net migration in 1990-2009. Spain, Russia and the United Kingdom ranked high in absolute net migration in both the 1990s and the 2000s, whereas Germany, which ranked second in the 1990s due to a strong inflow of ethnic Germans from eastern Europe, did not appear among the top five "net migration" countries in the 2000s. As immigration gained in magnitude after 2000, even the fifth country on the list, France, had a net migration gain well over one million (1.4 million) during the whole decade. Net migration in Spain, estimated at 5.2 million in 2000-2009 is unprecedented in size for a country that had a population below 40 million until 1999. Also Italy recorded unexpectedly large net migration estimated at 3.6 million between 2000 and 2009.
In relative terms, the largest migration gains were often recorded in smaller countries with a population below 1 million (Luxembourg, Cyprus and Malta) and some 'middle-sized countries' (Ireland, Switzerland and, in the 1990s, Greece). However, Spain as well as Italy scored high on both the absolute and relative migration in the 2000s.
The largest migration losses after 1989 were concentrated in the postcommunist countries of eastern and south-eastern Europe that experienced a protracted economic crisis and chaotic societal transformations in the 1990s (Table 5 ). Romania had the largest absolute population loss of 1.2 million in 1989-2002, but the relative losses were greatest in Albania (-24% of the original 1989 population) and Bosnia-Herzegovina (-20%), which was affected by a civil war. More recent migration losses in many post-communist countries should become apparent after the next round of population censuses in 2011. Table 6 summarises statistics on net migration and population change in 1985-2008 for selected countries and illustrates the diversity of migration patterns across Europe. Most countries of southern, western and northern Europe experienced net migration in the order of hundreds of thousands or even a few million. In many of them, including Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden and Spain, migration accounted for at least two-thirds of their cumulative population increase. In the east, most countries encountered considerable migration losses, with Russia being the main exception. Without a net migration, estimated at 7.6 million in 1985-2008, Russian population would shrink much faster than by 'just' 0.6 million over that period. 9 Overview of net migration trends by country Table 7 gives an overview of absolute net migration through 2008 for all European countries with population over 100 thousand (except BosniaHerzegovina, Kosovo, and Serbia). This overview depicts well pronounced crosscountry differences as well as large fluctuations typical for migration trends in many countries. The most remarkable transformation took place in southern European countries, some of which had still recorded a negative migration balance as recently as in the 1980s, whereas in the 2000s they became the prime migration region of Europe. Outside Europe, the table notes a large net migration in the United States and a negligible net migration in Japan, which is one of the few most developed countries that allows only very limited immigration. Finally, Figure 6 compares long-term trends in absolute net migration in six major immigration countries of Europe (France, Germany, Italy, Russia, Spain and the United Kingdom). Despite vast irregularities in trends over time, especially in Germany, some similarities can be observed. Germany and Russia experienced largest net migration growth in the early to mid-1990s. Italy, Spain, and at a lower magnitude also the United Kingdom, experienced the largest surge in net migration in the 2000s. The first two countries have recorded a rapid transformation from being primarily countries of emigration into becoming prime migration destinations. In France, net migration was comparatively large in the early 1960s, around 1970 and, most recently, in the early 2000s. 
